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Welcome to the introductoy is-
sue of the King’s Sceptre, the
official newsletter for Kings
View Academy. In this first is-
sue you will discover the very
heart of the Kings View philoso-
phy, the essence of its founda-
tion.

In today’s world, education
must have a global perspective.

Volume 1, Issue 1   Spring 2002

THE KING’S SCEPTRE

Education is not only for the
individual, but must include
educating global leaders for
a global society.

The article on “Education for
21st Century Leaders”  pre-
sents the KVA ideal for train-
ing today’s leaders.Here is an
opportunity to glimpse the
KVA perspective.

What happens when athleticism
collides with musicality and
artistry? If you guessed
“classical ballet dancer,” you’d
be right.

KVA grade seven student Ian
Parsons is one of those rarities
in the Maritimes – he’s a boy
who is passionate about the
ballet and who has the talent
to support that passion.

After spending his grade six year
at the National Ballet School in
Toronto, Ian who is now 13,
returned to his home in Halifax
to attend Kings View Academy

WELCOME

(continued on page 6)

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

IAN PARSONS

1

IAN PARSONS

and its integrated
professional performing arts
program. The dance portion of
the program is part of the
Maritime Conservatory of
Performing Arts School of



leaders a genuine concern not
only for one’s own family, cul-
ture and country, but the ulti-
mate benefit of all beings on our
planet, including the planet it-
self.

In order to begin, one starts with
creating the proper environ-
ment. This begins with man’s
humanity, and is based on the
premise that all beings are in-
herently good and have natu-
ral intelligence and curiosity.
Such an environment includes
the following:

• A prevailing attitude that learn-
ing is regarded as a lifelong pro-
cess that provides constant de-
mands for further exploration,
learning, and growth. It is an at-
titude toward life and the world,
rather than something that
takes place within the walls of
a “school”. There is an attitude
of leadership, where leaders
are responsible for not only
nurturing themselves, but oth-
ers  as well.

• Instruction is “custom-de-
signed” for each individual and
includes a curriculum that re-
lates both to the intellectual and
the intuitive aspects of devel-
opment. Ongoing assessment
in all areas allows educators to
be cognizent of individual
strengths and areas that re-
quire reinforcement and enrich-
ment.

What qualities, skills, and atti-
tudes are most important for
the 21st century?  The world
community has taught us many
things, as has our histories. We
have inherited much wisdom
and chaos, which we seem-
ingly continue to perpetuate.
One need only look at the prob-
lem areas of our world to note
what qualities and resources
are needed. Primary is the abil-
ity to work together and sup-
port one another, despite dif-
ferences. Appreciation and re-
spect for all living things, includ-
ing the planet we inhabit are in-
tegral aspects, and the under-
lying foundation for education
in the 21st Century.

With a revolution of change
happening worldwide, impact-
ing every aspect of our lives,
emphasis on current knowl-
edge and specifics is changing
moment to moment. The ne-
cessity of educating the “whole”
person - intuitive as well as in-
tellectual - is imperative. Es-
sential qualities such as a
sense of humour, creativity,
spontaneity,  human relations
and problem solving must be
based on a foundation of genu-
ineness, self-confidence and
gentleness toward oneself and
others.

These qualities become the
ground of all interrelations.
There must exist in our global

EDUCATION for
21st CENTURY LEADERS

KVA MISSION
STATEMENT

The mission of Kings View
Academy is to provide a cus-
tomized learning environment
where each student can real-
ize their full potential.

THE GOLDLAKE SM

PROGRAM
The GOLDLAKESM Program
champions an educational
model that includes a teacher
training component. It creates
an organic structure to “custom
design” a curriculum and learn-
ing environment to meet the in-
dividual interests, talents, and
abilities of its participants.

GOLDLAKE SM

TEACHER
TRAINING

July 3rd througH July 25th a
GOLDLAKESM Teacher Train-
ing course, “Thematic Team
Teaching and Arts Integration”,
will be offered at MSVU
(GFDD 6556 50). Graduate
credit is available. It is also
open to third year university stu-
dents.

(cotinued on page 6)
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KINGS VIEW
Kings View is the ability to see
the panoramic situation of any
event or occurrence. It requires
the qualities of upliftedness and
genuineness, and is based on
the development of insight, wis-
dom and compassion.

CREST
The wings represent the
strength and power of
warriorship or knighthood.
Stretching and expanding,
wings go beyond any limits of
fear - the achievement of fear-
lessness and dignity.

The helmet represents the
Knight, the Warrior, and the
Gentleman. The qualities of the
ideal knight include bravery,
honor, courtesy, respect for oth-
ers, protection of the weak,
generosity, and unbiasedness

The crown is the Antique East-
ern Crown granted in Scotland
 and Ireland.

FLORISH
The florish represents the
winds of time, change, the
cycles of life, and movement.

SYMBOLISM
KINGS VIEW COAT of ARMS

SHIELD
The triangular diamond shape
represents the sharpness of
awareness and intellect. Each
razor-sharp edge cuts through
all confusion, doubt and hesi-
tation. It is also the energy of
precision, the clarity of seeing
through situations as they are.

LION
The lion’s roar is fearless. It
represents truth, honesty, and
bravery. It is the proclamation
that every situation in life, in-
cluding the emotions is work-
able. Whatever happens in our
state of mind is to be re-
spected.

HORSE
 The horse represents gal-
lantry and heroism in humans,
in both activity and their way
of being. The horse aspects
are strength, exuberance, bril-
liance, movement, and speed.
It also includes working hard in
a situation - industriousness.

SWORD
The sword is used to adminis-
ter justice.  The blade of the
Celtic sword is the bite, or the
wind aspect. The weight of the
sword sustains the spontane-
ous cutting through of confu-
sion and hesitation. The sword
quality sees directly what is not
right and wholesome, and de-
stroys that with a direct blow.

ARROW
The sharpness of the arrow al-
lows clear seeing, first in your-
self (self-honesty), and then in
the outside world. This clarity
of perception recognizes the
appropriateness or inappropri-
ateness of situations.

LOTUS
The lotus is the feminine aspect
of nurturing energy. It is the en-
ergy of giving birth. It repre-
sents the warmth of compas-
sion. In the art of communica-
tion, it represents respect for
the existence of those we are
communicating with as well as
the process of communication
itself. It involves the art, rather
than the science, of practical-
ity.

3



KVA STUDENTS PRESENT

DINNERDINNERDINNERDINNERDINNER
ENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENT

Come enjoy a combination of dance and musical
repertory designed  to enhance your dining experience

Faye Bi wrote the Pascal
Competition sponsored by the
University of Waterloo in Feb-
ruary 2002. Faye ranked sec-
ond in Nova Scotia, even
though she took the exam a
year ahead of schedule. She
was awarded a medal and a
certificate of distinction.

Faye is in the eighth grade. She
was born in China in 1988,
where most of her family still
lives. She enjoys reading,
writing both short stories and
poetry, and loves watching
hockey, volleyball, figure skat-
ing, and badminton.

Besides literature and sports,
music is also one of her pas-
sions. She sings, writes music,
plays piano, and  enjoys the
works of Chopin, Beethoven,
Gershwin and others.

Her other interests include
analyzing dreams, handwriting,
and personalities.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

FAYE BI

The MARITIME CONSERVATORY of
PERFORMING ARTS

Founded in 1887, the Maritime
Conservatory of Performing
Arts has been an integral part
of both performance and edu-
cation in the arts for over a
century. With over 1000 cur-
rent students in instrumental
music, voice and music theory,
the Conservatory boasts a fac-
ulty of 80 highly qualified mu-
sicians and teachers, many of
whom are well-known per-
formers in their own right. In
addition to filling an ever-wid-
ening gap in arts education
forschool-age children, the

Conservatory also provides
classes, individual lessons and
performance ensembles for
adults, and provides a hugely
successful Kindermusik pro-
gram for young children from
birth to seven years of age.

KVA’s presence in the building
with MCPA effectively provides
Halifax with its first performing
arts junior/senior high school,
allowing arts students to attend
classes with classmates
whose passions are outside
the area of the arts.

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

at

THE MER CURY RESTAURANT

6:00 - 8:00 PM
Ticket s $25

429-5434
Call KVA for Reservations
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What would you do with your
life if you knew you could not
fail?

That’s a big question, because
it asks us to look at what we
believe is possible, how juicy
our vision of life is, and how we
talk to ourselves about success
and failure.

Was there ever anything that
you really wanted to do, but
decided not to try because you
were afraid of not succeeding?
Maybe you wanted to be an ac-
tor, but never went to an audi-
tion because people might tell
you that you have no talent.
They might even laugh at you.
But almost every successful ac-
tor has gone through dozens,
or hundreds, of auditions where
they didn’t get a part. Or maybe
you wanted to be a writer, but
stopped trying after your first re-
jection slip. Yet almost every
successful writer has received
dozens, or hundreds, of

rejection  slips in the mail.
Maybe, having experienced
fear, you decided to try some-
thing else instead. Something
easier to succeed at. Some-
thing safer, more secure, where
others won’t notice you quite as
much. If you took this road, how
did it make you feel? Did it
seem like you lost a part of
yourself?

When we back away from liv-
ing and expressing our true
desires, there is a part of us that
feels unsettled, unfinished,
yearning. We may even suc-
ceed at life in the eyes of the
world, but inside there is a
sense of regret. When we com-
promise our dreams, we are not
being honest with ourselves,
because we really wanted to go
for it, but stopped ourselves.
We rob ourselves of fulfillment,

and we rob others of the unique
talents, the unique expression
of life, that is ours to offer. We
find ourselves doing someone
else’s work, and agreeing with
someone else’s ideas — for ac-
ceptance, for money, for image.
And we feel hollow inside.

There is something inside us,
a longing, that calls each of us
to share our dreams, share our
best, with the world. When we
are honest about our dreams,
we usually find that they are
VERY big. Our hearts don’t

know about failure, because
our hearts never fail. Our heart
simply moves us towards the
things we love to do, the actions
and ways of being that make
us feel alive. This can be scary
sometimes, because our deep-
est dreams don’t always match
up with how other people think
we should behave, or what they
think we should say or do. If you
look at someone who lived their
dream with all their heart, you
will find someone who wasn’t
afraid to rock the boat. Martin
Luther King lived his dream,
and was willing to give his life
in payment. Others may live
their dream more privately or
quietly, but if they are really liv-
ing their dream, you can bet
there’s some passion behind it.

LIVING
YOUR
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There is something inside us, a longing,
that calls each of us to share our dreams,
our very best, with the world.

Of course, we like to  evaluate
and judge everything we do,

good or
bad, right
or wrong.
But we
could put
judgement

aside and just look at the facts
themselves. What most people
call failure is really just new in-
formation. We can always ask
ourselves, What did I learn from
this experience? With this new
information, what can I do bet-
ter, and how? How can sharing
my experience with others help
them to do better and be hap-
pier in their lives?

What would YOU do with your
life if you knew you could not
fail? Are you living your dream?

DREAM

K. Barstow



EDUCATION for 21ST CENTURY LEADERS
(cotinued)

• Instruction on the whole is seen as
an organic process involving not only
the participant and teacher, but home
and community as well.

In this way the individual’s whole
world becomes part of the learning
environment, and separation be-
tween home and school or home and
work dissolves as every situation is
utilized for growth.

• The instructional staff is involved in
continued self-growth and develop-
ment, and seen as “facilitators” in the
learnng process. Selected mentors
from the professions, at home and
abroad as well as apprenticships are
included to enrich and extend the rel-
evancy of the learning process.

• Partnerships provide the
intergenerational dynamic that en-
ables family and community to de-
velop, discuss, and share resources
based on the need of all parties.

• The technology of our times is avail-
able to facilitate the learning process,
and utilized as tools for research and
communication.

• The primary methodology is a
guided self-discovery experiential ap-
proach that is very direct and imme-
diate. The final test is the ability to
apply what one has learned to one’s
own life. The individual is encour-
aged and supported to go beyond
theory and test their knowledge in ac-
tion. It is an environment where “fail-
ure” is seen as a stepping-stone to
success, and a challenge to become
more inquisitive.

• Refined culture and custom is
taught so that individuals can wholly
interact with and enhance their world.
It allows us to impart the best of all
traditions, and the wisdom of the ages
from all cultures and times. Without
multicultural/multiethnic training and
exposure, we lack the “global” inte-
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Dance professional program. MCPA
is KVA’s primary performing arts part-
ner. Ian began dancing at age eight
after four years of television, radio
and stage performance in Halifax.
After a year of jazz and mandatory
ballet classes, he was hooked on
ballet and pursued his dream to the
NBS where he had the opportunity
to perform with the National Ballet of
Canada in “The Nutcracker.”

Ian has been reaccepted this year to
both the National Ballet School and
also to the Royal Winnipeg Ballet
School summer schools, potentially
to return to Toronto in the fall. In ad-
dition, he received perfect “100’s” in
both levels of Royal Academy of

(IAN PARSONS, continued)

 Dancing exams that he took just this
past month. Ian is also a voice stu-
dent at the Maritime Conservatory
and performed the part of “Amahl” in
the Nova Scotia Opera Association’s
presentation of “Amahl and the Night
Visitors” in December.

KVA’s integrated performing arts pro-
gram has provided Ian with the op-
portunity to train three hours a day,
six days a week, in preparation for a
professional career in dance. And –
even to Ian’s surprise – he scored
higher than even his fit KVA class-
mates in recent fitness assessments
at the Dalplex as part of the physical
education program.

ability to offer to society  and the world
community the best of what we each
have to contribute. It is based on the
development of self confidence,
genuineness and gentleness.

It is therefore, extremely important to
look at what will not change, the val-
ues we hold most dear. The qualities
of the basic human condition that
need to be reinforced and strength-
ened - those qualities of appreciation
and respect for all people, cultures
and wisdoms.

Have an opinion?
Email us at

sceptre@KingsViewAcademy.com

gration and understanding needed
in today’s world of diversity and rich-
ness. Imparting the best of all
tradtions, cultures and times, indi-
viduals have the opportunity to be-
come eloquent, elegant and knowl-
edgeable citizens of the world ---
citizens who are able to pursue their
individual goals with dignity, style
and grace.

To summarize, future outcomes are
unknown.   It is the primary respon-
sibility of 21st  Century educators
to create a nurturing environment
that allows for the development of
essential qualities, and appreciation
for learning as a life-long journey. It
is dedication to the full development
and potentiality of all beings; the

It is the primary responsibility of 21st
Century educators to create a nurturing
environment that allows for the develop-
ment of essential qualities, and apprecia-
tion for learning as a life-long journey .



JOE  and BARBARA SEILER

Joe and Barbara Seiler have been
indefatigable supporters of KVA.
Joe even hand painted watercol-
ors displayed at the first Open
House.

In addition to founding several
successful businesses such as
Seimac, the Seilers are well
known in the HRM for their gen-
erous community support and
flamboyance. One of their primary
projects is Phoenix House.

Joe is currently the president of
Natural Edge Leadership Coaching, a company to facilitate
“enduring positive change within individuals and within
groups.”  In addition he is currently a member of the KVA
Governing Board.

Discovery

What is this bodacious expression?
How dare you show yourself so shamelessly
Don’t you know that frost comes tonight?

The green of the first crocus does not respond
How can it rise through the remaining snow?
What gives it such absolute clarity about it’s
mission?
Why does it’s surety embarrass me so?
Is my doubt about my own purpose so strong?
What is the purpose of the crocus?
How can a mere plant know of such things?
But it seems to know
Already I anticipate the colored bowl
Already I feel my smile as I will pass it each
morning

It seems to be confident that it will survive
It seems to be confident that what it has to offer will
be enough
It is a crocus

Ahh haaaaa!
I too will be a crocus
- Joe Seiler -

GOVERNOR’S PROFILE

FUNDRAISING

KVA was founded as a registered charity to
reimburse donors in some small way and en-
able the community to help contribute directly
by way of scholarship to a young person’s
education.

Other fundraising possibilities relate to sup-
porting the following KVA educational pro-
grams and experiences:

Mutimedia Centre

Professionals-in-Residence Program

Community Intergenerational Program

Wilderness/Outbound/Fitness Program

For the fall of 2002, Kings View Academy is of-
fering four scholarships. Of these, two are full
scholarships (one academic, one performing
arts) intended for junior high school students
(grades 7-9), with qualificaion partly based upon
financial need.

The two others are partial scholarships (one aca-
demic, one performing arts) for $2,000 each.
There are no financial requirements for these.

KVA
SCHOLARSHIP
INFORMATION
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CALENDAR

APRIL

April 25
Student Performance
at the Mercury 6-8 pm

MAY

May 2
Private School Exposition at

Lord Nelson Hotel
4-6 pm

May 15
KVA Open House 7:30 pm

May 16
Halifax Optimist Club

Oratorical Contest

May 19
KVA Silent Auction

MCPA Building
6199 Chebucto Road
Judith Grant Room

2-4 pm

JULY

July 2-25
Summer Workshops in

Language Arts
and Mathematics

July 3-25
GOLDLAKESM Teacher

Training course at MSVU

POETRY SNACK

spring snow -spring snow -spring snow -spring snow -spring snow -
intrepid crocusintrepid crocusintrepid crocusintrepid crocusintrepid crocus

having second thoughtshaving second thoughtshaving second thoughtshaving second thoughtshaving second thoughts
- Nikolai Karbaro-- Nikolai Karbaro-- Nikolai Karbaro-- Nikolai Karbaro-- Nikolai Karbaro-

LANGUAGE ARTS

1st Workshop
Day 1 Grammar
Day 2 Puctuation
Day 3 Language

Mechanics

2nd Workshop
Day 1 The Sentence
Day 2 The Paragraph
Day 3 The Essay

AWESOME ARITHMETIC

A customized arithmetic review
for students in grades 7 to 9.
The outcomes will be taken
from the following:
• Whole number operations
• Introduction to integers
• Fractions, Decimals, and Per-
  cents

AMAZING ALGEBRA

A customized review for stu-
dents in grade 8 and 9. The
outcomes are based on the fol-
lowing themes:
• Patterns
• Solving an equation on one
   side
• Solving an equation on both
   sides
• Linear Functions

SUMMER SCHOOL WORKSHOPS in
LANGUAGE ARTS and MA THEMATICS

JULY 2-25

Contact Information
902.429.5434

admin@KingsViewAcademy.com

This program is open to to public. The following workshops are
offered weekly, 3:30-4:30 pm:

Monday - Public Speaking
Tuesday  - Web Page Design
Thursday  - Yoga

POETRY SNACK

Strange colored housesStrange colored housesStrange colored housesStrange colored housesStrange colored houses
None of them mix togetherNone of them mix togetherNone of them mix togetherNone of them mix togetherNone of them mix together

Wherever you lookWherever you lookWherever you lookWherever you lookWherever you look
- Cy Giacomin -- Cy Giacomin -- Cy Giacomin -- Cy Giacomin -- Cy Giacomin -
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INTERGENERATIONAL PROGRAM


